THE BIRTH OF A GREAT SCIENCE

THE  PERFECT SLIPPER.
MORE ABOUT THE PYGMY SCIENCE
AND   THE GIANT SCIENCE
They possessed the art of explaining the
concrete with the aid of the abstract, the real
with the aid of its shadows, the art of system-
atizing a few hastily and biasedly collected
observations and of extracting from them
in their retorts the laws that govern the
universe.
Romain Rolland,  CUrambault
At the time when the first geneticists were still feeling
like Colurnbuses who had discovered America., there were
among the "Mendelists" two who boasted particularly of
their disapproval of Darwin's theory of evolution^ These
were the German geneticist Lotsy and the English geneticist
Bateson.
The mirage has dissolved, they said. This can be proved
like a theorem in geometry. It is obvious that no power on
earth can create new hereditary germs. Animals and plants
changed because the germs that were created at the dawn of
time intermixed and combined in different ways. Life is
like a game of cards., and the mathematical discipline
of combinations must be regarded as the chief branch
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